
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



678 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

No other decision of the Hague Court, in our opinion, demonstrates 
more convincingly the inherent possibilities of international arbitration 
and the potential power of the great tribunal at The Hague to keep the 
world at peace. 

George C. Butte. 

Anglo-American Isthmian Diplomacy, 1815-1915. [Prize Essays of the 
American Historical Association. 1914.] By Mary Wilhelmine 
Williams, Assistant Professor of History of Goucher College. 
Washington: American Historical Association. 1916. pp. xii+ 
356. $1.00. 

A Committee of the American Historical Association awarded to 
this book the Justin Winsor prize in American history for 1914. This 
assures for it a high degree of accuracy and respectable literary style, 
for committees in the past have more than once withheld the prize for 
want of a worthy candidate. English-American Isthmian relations 
have been summarized in many books, and portions of the subject have 
furnished topics for monographic investigation. 

Miss Williams's book claims attention for its distinguished patronage 
and because it is a consecutive study of the whole subject. It is based 
on a minute and painstaking study of all available English and American 
manuscript and printed sources, and the writer lists in her bibliography 
a wide range of secondary authorities from whom she has drawn more 
or less assistance. One expects the book to be, and it ought to be, a 
most useful contribution, but it is disappointing. It is a conscientious 
seminar report, with the defects of such an exercise, exhibiting immense 
industry but small sense of proportion. Details piled on details note 
every shade of shifting, transitory ministerial opinion in England, the 
United States, and Central America, as revealed in the diplomatic 
correspondence; and the really important aspects of the subject are lost 
in a desert of unessentials. The same fault is evident in the documenta- 
tion. It hardly seems necessary in a printed book to make six or eight 
references in a single brief paragraph — as is frequently done — to a short 
document which forms the sole source of the paragraph. As a rule, 
over documentation is a good fault, and this criticism would be captious 
but for the fact that it emphasizes .the principal defect of the book, its 
exaggeration of detail. 

Henceforth the book must necessarily be on the shelves of all well 
stocked libraries and in the hands of professors of history, but students 
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and readers who desire a clear-cut presentation of the essentials of Anglo- 
American Isthmian relations must continue to use some of the excellent 
manuals listed in Miss Williams's bibliography. 

Eugene C. Barker. 

Per Un Irredentismo In Fatto Di Scienze Giuridiche. By Giulio Diena 
Torino: 1916. Societa Tipografico-Editrice Nazionale. 

This slender pamphlet of some twenty pages by Professor Diena has 
as its theme "National independence in the legal sciences," more specif- 
ically, of course, independence of Teutonic theories and tendencies. 
Evidently suggested as it is by the reaction which the European War 
has produced in the Allied countries against the tyranny of German 
influences, we look with trepidation for a somewhat partisan develop- 
ment of the theme. Happily these fears are not justified; there is little 
in the article that could not be safely and usefully generalized and 
applied to other subjects far from Latin law or German science. 

If we may accept the author's statements (and a very limited ac- 
quaintance with the theoretical department of Italian legal literature 
goes to support them), the fashion of the day has led the latest genera- 
tion of the younger writers into a somewhat slavish adoption of the 
ideas and mannerisms of the extreme German Schools. These ideas 
are characterized by the ruthless application of logic to premises founded 
on mere assumption or abstractions, and by the tendency to develop 
the subject along abstract lines and without reference to the facts of 
life. The mannerisms are the mannerisms of the German language so 
far as they can be transferred to the Italian by copious quotation, 
barbarous translation and unmerciful interjection of foreign terms. 

On the second count it may be said that the crimes committed under 
it are due in great part to a cheap parade of learning, to pedantry and 
to mere sloth. The German originals are certainly not to blame, and 
probably those who have been really gripped by the German ideas would 
be found to be the least guilty in this particular. It would seem that 
Italian jurisprudence has been suffering from a bad attack of a disease 
which is not unknown in other countries or other departments of science 
and of art. A new idea gains weight with a certain class of mind from 
its very vagueness, from its being only half understood. The very fact 
that it has to be sought and found in a foreign and unfamiliar language 
may supply this vagueness, which is all that is wanted to convert it 
into a religion. The natural history of most fads in art or pseudo- 



